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REBUILDING RURAL JAPAN 
Meeting of Japan Christian Rural Fellowship 


® The all Japan Rural Workers’ conference met on Jan- 
uary 14th, 1947, with 33 present. In spite of difficult 
travel conditions, members of the Fellowship were 
present from places as far apart as Kyushu and the 
Hokkaido. The attendance represented a real cross sec- 
tion of the Church of Christ in Japan; for the follow- 
ing backgrounds were represented: Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches, Congregational, Methodist, Baptist, 
Holiness and Church of God. One was not conscious of 
their backgrounds as reports and discussions went on; 
for the unity of purpose and the challenge of the mo- 
iment made the whole group one in spirit. The three 
jdays provided an enriching fellowship for all who had 
ithe privilege of attending. The writer found more en- 
jiergy and vision and optimism and hope for the future 
fin this gathering than any other since his return to 
\Japan. 

| The opening sermon was by the Moderator of the 
}Church, Rev. Michio Kozaki. He declared that the 
icauses of Japan’s defeat were the growth of both ma- 
iterialism and pride. The Church faces the supreme re- 
isponsibility today of taking the message and new life 
lin Christ to ALL of Japan in its disillusioned mood. 

After seeing the results of and listening to the ac- 
counts of city bombings, it was encouraging to hear re- 
ports of growing activity in the untouched rural areas. 
|The following quotations are taken at random from the 
jreports: — 
| “Ministers are being invited to speak in many com- 
{munities in which it was impossible to make contacts 
i before the war.’ 
| “We are building in Miyage Ken on the foundations 
flaid by Mr. McKnight, with educational work, coop- 

jeratives, library, music, educational movies, all cen- 
| itred in our parish church.” 

“One cannot win farmers with arguments; so we try 
to do something practical; and we are now trying to 
get land for our church so that we may introduce new 
crops and foods.” 

“T am working in cooperation with the municipality 
in connection with rural rehabilitation plans. Rural 
Gospel Schools and Day Nurseries have provided a good 
| jentrance into the community.” 

“We have organized a cooperative association of 
jevacuated families from Tokyo, and purchased some 
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unused national land, allotting one acre to each family 
to provide their staple foods. The cooperative is for con- 
sumers, producers and credit, and is based on the prin- 
ciple of brotherly love.” “The church can achieve self- 
support with the help of 2 acres of land.” 

“I try to be friends with all in the village, have 
weekly lectures for young people, and have achieved 
self-support with a small church farm.” 

“We have Rural Gospel Schools in 2 communities, 
carry on literature evangelism, and with the help of the 
U. S. army have started a Christian rural hospital. 

“T have started with a kindergarten and teen-age 
clubs. We will get farther in the long future by 
spending most of our time on the younger generation. 
We have introduced new varieties of seed. Was asked 
to head up the community Young Men’s Association and 
now at their request conduct weekly Bible study.” 

Two reported going back to their home communities 
to start a Christian rural church program. 

One reported feeling the call to carry on the work 
forcibly laid down by Dr. Hereford in 1941 in the vil- 
lages of his Prefecture. Already fruit is being borne 
where the missionary had planted the seed in less pro- 
pitious days.” 

The biggest problem facing the Fellowship was that 
of organizing rural leadership training for the future. 
It was decided to carry through the previous year’s de- 
cision to have this training on 3 levels and of 3 types: 

1. National Rural Service Institute. (Chuo Christian 
No Son Kyoka KenkyuJo.) This will give short courses 
for rural ministers and a high grade full training 
course for candidates for the rural ministry. This latter 


A Prayer for this Hour 


LORD, our Saviour, who hast warned us that 
thou wilt require much of those to whom much 

is given; grant that we whose lot is cast in so goodly 
a heritage may strive together the more abundantly 


to extend to others what we so richly enjoy: and as 
we have entered into the labours of other men, so to 
labour that in their turn other men may enter into 
ours to the fulfillment of thy holy will: through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

—StT. AUGUSTINE 


may be worked out in cooperation with an existing 
seminary and agricultural college. 

2. Regional Training Centres. These will be all over 
Japan, where key laymen from the parish churches 
‘will receive short courses in the slack seasons. These 
-will have land and a very practical program conducted 
along the methods of a Rural Gospel School. 


3. Local Rural Parishes. The local churches should 
all conduct leadership training in winter classes, night 
schools, institutes, and local Rural Gospel Schools for 
all their members. 

“Rural Evangelism’ in Japan cannot make great 
progress until the present dearth of leadership is recti- 
fied. 

Hon. Motojiro Sugiyama, ex-coworker of Dr. Kaga- 
wa’s and ex-M.P. and now leader of the Farmers’ Union 
of Japan, told the Fellowship of plans to encourage fun- 
damental changes in agriculture to meet new condi- 
tions, and to build a democratic way of life in the farm- 
ing communities. 

The Fellowship made a closing declaration, saying 
that it was their purpose to go ahead with the evangeli- 
sation of the farming peoples along the following three 
parallel lines: — 

1. Big mass meetings for general enlightenment. 


2. Rural Gospel Schools and other more concen- 
trated educational methods. 


3. Establishing local rural parish churches, without 
which Christianity can never be permanently or 
deeply rooted in Japan. 

—ALFRED R. STONE 
1 Mr. Stone is a missionary of the United Church of Canada. The 
Church of Christ in Japan requested his early return to help de- 


velop its rural program. His previous rural experience in Japan 
makes him admirably qualified for this important work. 


Cooperative Credit In India 
By F. A. Purrer 


@ Population is dense in Berar, the Province in which our 
Mission serves. Wages are low and scarcity makes food 
grains high in price. Hunger, infection and disease add 
hardship to the already hard pressed people. Interest rates 
are high and there is little hope that the people will ever 
be free from their poverty and want. 

More and more missionaries and Christian leaders be- 
come aware that there actually was further meaning to be 
found in the Gospel and made available to those in need. 
We felt that the Gospel meant that we practice what Jesus 
said as well as preach it. He had used the phrase in speak- 
ing about life “to have it more abundantly.” Then when 
we went out among the people it seemed as if they had no 
life at all. 

There were serious obstacles to be met. Not all believed 
that the church should be concerned with “secular” things 
and the physical needs of men. There were times when our 
experience was not sufficient to insure wise handling of 
the work. 

May I mention some of the needs and objectives which 
were set to guide us. Some of the Christians wanted to 
start small industries. They might make and sell soap, 
cloth shoes, furniture and tools for farmers. Some would 


raise vegetables and chickens. The society would advance j 
them small loans. The organization was named “The Co- | 


operative Industrial Association Limited.” Capital of the 


society was set at five thousand rupees. Shares sold at | 


ten rupees each, and the poor could buy them in four in- 
stallments. 

A Managing Committee was elected and given power to 
transact business according to the rules that had first to be 
made, and approved by the Registrar of Cooperative So- 
cieties. At the beginning there were thirteen members, ten 
Indian Christians and three missionaries. Many bought 


shares and soon the number was over one hundred. With | 


this capital business was started. Some loans were made 
to those interested in farming. Later this occupation re- 
quired a large portion of the loans made. 

Loans had to be rotated in order of applications received. 
In some cases part of a large loan would be paid at once 


and the rest at a later date when installments from bor-_ 
rowers provided the cash needed. Besides capital received | 


from shares funds were also received as savings deposits. . 


We paid three percent interest on savings deposits. 


As applications came before the Managing Committee 
some would say “He is poor, let us help him.” Yet ours 


was a solemn trust and we had to consider such questions 
as these: Is he a man of good character? Does he keep his — 
promises? Is he capable of completing successfully the job 
for which he is asking the loan? Will he use the money © 
only for the things mentioned in his proposal? From such_ 


questions it will be seen that high moral values, Christian 
character is needed. The work of the society has to be 


based upon prayer and Scripture teaching. Otherwise there © 


might result grievous loss to neighbor shareholders. 


Later we found there was another need. Parents of lim- 
ited means desired to send their children on to middle 


school and to high school. Those having large families- 


were often in special need for some means of self help. 


After careful study the Yeotmal Christian Education Co- ' 
operative Society Limited was formed and registered with | 


the Government. To us it seemed wiser to follow the Den- 


mark plan and have small societies for a given need, | 


rather than to develop one very large one. 


Under this plan if a student needs money his parents 
buy some shares. Money can then be loaned for tuition, 
books, fees, travel, etc. One of our advanced students in 
Theology received his rural education in this manner. The 
funds available were increased by payments from older 
students who had been educated at mission expense, and 
were willing to pay back some of the money into the Edu- 
cation Society where it could be used over and over again 


to help others. Our heart glows when we think of those 


expressions of Christian good will! 


We were often encouraged by visits from men like Rev. 
J. Z. Hodge, Dr. Raja Manakam, Rev. Fred Whitaker. 


From working together to meet their needs, and by 
helping themselves, the people advanced in the Christian 
life and received an uplift that could not have come 
through lectures. The Berar villager began to think now in 
new terms. Help, fellowship and comfort had come to those 
in need. They had experienced God’s love and they were 
in a position to dedicate themselves more fully to Him. 


Nore—Condensed from an article in the August 1947 number of 


Missionary Tidings of the Free Methodist Church, Winona Lake, 
Indiana. Used by permission. 


Some Objectives of the 
Philippine Educational System 


1. To impress upon our people that they are citizens of a 
republic: to instill in them love and veneration for 
their country; and to train them to discharge diligently 
and faithfully their duties and obligations as citizens 
of an independent state. 


2. To evolve a healthy, enlightened, and morally upright 


citizenry imbued with an abiding faith in Divine Provi- 
dence. 


3. To inculcate in our people the ideals of democracy: to 


make them realize that the fundamental rights of man 
should be preserved at any cost if they are to attain 
self-fulfillment. 

4. To develop in the people habits of industry and thrift 
and to equip them with the necessary skills and knowl- 
edge which would enable them to earn an honest live- 
lihood and contribute to the economic well-being of the 
country. 

5. To train our men and women for family responsibilities 
and the obligations of the home. 

6. To guide our people in the wise use of leisure so that it 
may contribute to their personal growth and promote 
the welfare of the community. 

7. To infuse in the individual the desir and th willingness 
to help his community; to instill in him sympathy for, 
understanding of, and good will toward his fellow-men. 

8. To promote in our youth a way of life which embodies 
the best of our cultural heritage, enriched by the valu- 
able experiences of other peoples. 

9. To foster among our people appreciation of the arts, 
sciences, and letters so that their taste may be refined, 
their lives enriched, and their sympathies deepened. 


10. To cultivate in our people a sympathetic understanding 


of other nations through a study of the contributions 
that those nations have made to civilization. 
—From the Christian Colleges Bulletin 


Rural Church and China 


@ China needs rural missions. Approximately three 


‘fourths of the some 450 million Chinese live on the land, 


often in such concentration that even good land yields only 
a subsistence living. Population pressure is increasing: 
more farmers are becoming debt-ridden and landless. Ab- 
sentee ownership is increasing. Even inflation and civil 
strife aside, a permanent solution to the peasant’s poverty 
remains an obscure goal. 

Of itself scientific agriculture may not be able to offset 
increasing population pressure. Off-season handicrafts 
have not made up the deficiency in the peasant’s income. 
Industry for which he has no capital but only cheap labor 
to offer has only made him poorer. So far, industrial coop- 
eratives have had incomplete success. China’s dislocation, 
moreover, is more than a disruption of its agricultural 
economy. Actually, the alternative of western technology 
and ideas has forced a culture long noted for its supremacy 
into confusion, disillusionment, and collapse. 

Christian missions must make a comprehensive approach 
to China’s need for a new cultural “mind” and an altered 
social system. It is no one-missionary, one-generation job. 
Neither tractors nor hybrid pigs will resolve the situation, 
anymore than tracts or visual education. Better agricul- 


ture must go hand-in-hand with evangelism as part of 
the full Christian program. The matchless ministry of 
Jesus is seen in His power to answer every personal need 
in a uniquely appropriate way. In this life the spirit, the 
mind, and the body are inseparable. Objectively consid- 
ered, rural China needs comprehensive churchmanship. 

Our rationale for rural missions must grip the alterna- 
tives of life more conclusively than dependence upon good 
works. Essentially, we must offer what we are and have 
as of Christ, else our good works are superimposed. Chris— 
tianity must be expressed indigenously by Chinese who 
will make China Christian. Jesus’ life was not summarized 
in his ministry; rather His ministry concluded in His: 
atonement. So our service must be caught up in His wit- 
ness. Furthermore, men working alone, even though they 
may be divinely inspired agriculturists, usually end up in 
a vicious cycle of self-interest-destruction. It takes the 
power of God to create and heal.—Harotp D, HorrmMan, 
in the Evangelical Theological Seminary Review. 

Nore: Mr. Hoffman now under appointment as a missionary to 


China was a student in the One Year Course for Rural Missionaries 
at Cornell University 1946-1947 


What Is A Christian Home? 


FROM CANADA 


A place where: 

Christ is the Head. 

Human personality is the greatest worth, 

Right and truth are the things which count, 
Instruction is a matter of both precept and example, 
Success is measured in character achieved, 

Time is provided for wholesome recreation and fun, 
Industry is regarded with dignity and pleasure, 

All share the duties according to abilities, 

None suffers from want of kindness or love. 


FROM DOWN MEXICO WAY 


What then, makes a Christian home? Not the external 
circumstances, but a new life within. This brings a new 
unity of purpose, especially when the family has daily 
worship together. It brings new understanding and cooper- 
ation. There is a new faith in God and in our fellowmen, 
a new hope born of this faith, and a new love. These are 
the things that endure. 

The Mission is giving, direct attention to the problem 
of reaching rural homes for Christ. Tabasco and Veracruz 
each has a missionary family living in a rural area whose 
main task is rural evangelism, and the encouraging and 
training of leadership in the churches of the area. The task 
of preparing young men for leadership in rural areas is 
intensified in the Bible schools in Xocenpich, Oaxaca and 
Villahermosa. The students come from viilage homes, and 
after two or three years of study return aglow with a new 
vision of the opportunities ahead. 

—JAMES McKAuGHAN 


Love Is Creative 


e Love is the fountainhead out of which flow values and 
virtues which are fine, lovely and pure. Love is the source 
of all goodness. It is the Christian virtue. As love operates 
in life’s relationships it produces men of integrity, honesty, 
dependability, courage, faith and reverence. 

—IRMA HIGHBAUGH 


Deep Furrows 


@ In every corner of the world God is in need of co-la- 
borers. The hungry peasant of Macedonia, the flood-driven 
mother and babe in China, the debt-ridden peasant of In- 
dia and the serf of Bolivia turn to God in a plea for re- 
lease from the travail that besets their lives. The hungry 
peoples of the world can be fed as young men and women 
devoted to the high purposes of Christ and trained in agri- 
cultural science give themselves to humble service in the 
needy villages and countrysides. 

—BENJAMIN H. HUNNICUTT 

AND WATKINS RIED 


® As I return from my journeys abroad I am profoundly 
‘convinced that the vast rural areas of the world constitute 
one of our greatest challenges. In no other area of life can 
our efforts have such a highly multiplying influence. 
—JOHN R. Mort 


® As we look ahead our denominations musi find more and 
more ways for working together. I refer not merely to new 
projecis that will be developed, but to some of the work 
we are now doing, which could be more effectively done 
by joining hands and working together. 

—RALPH E. DIFFENDORFER 


@ The Indian of the Andes clings tenaciously to the soil 
giving evidence of a sense of values more farsighted, and a 
culture more stable than that of the more “civilized” peoples 
who have robbed him and passed on. These ancient com- 
munities now largely abandoned by their Spanish-Catholic 
masters as unprofitable ground, present the seed bed for 
what God may chose to raise into a great evangelical move- 
ment. Here it is sowing time. 

—BENTON RHOADES, Ecuador 


® Paul says: “Does not Nature itself teach you?” What wis- 
dom we miss from this great Teacher! The strength of the 
hills, the beauty of the flower and the never wearying 
fruitfulness of the earth rebuke us for our egotism and 
selfishness. 

The genius of modern inventions is doing all it can to 
show us the folly of aggregating in great cities. Jesus 
taught a new philosophy, to minister and not to be minis- 
tered unto. This is more possible in rural life where the re- 
lationships of men are more personal. 

CHARLES D. BONSACK 


® Cooperative organizations are making remarkable 
strides in quantitative development but they are lagging 
behind in spirit and quality. The Christian Church still 
does not recognize either its responsibility for the revitali- 
zation of the cooperative movement, or the value of co- 
operatives as a channel for evangelism. Any gap between 
Christians and the cooperative movement would be a de- 
plorable loss to both. 

—T. H. Sun—China 


® One of the great problems confronting us is that of 
bringing about right relationship between the spiritual and 
physical phases of life. Churches and all Christians have a 
great responsibility in cultivating a keener sense of stew- 
ardship concerning the use of our natural resources. 
—Aaron H. RAPKING 


Rural Reconstruction 


e Mr. John H. Reisner returned May 28th from his Mis- 


sion to India and the Far East under the auspices of the 
Foreign Missions Conference and Church World Service. 
There he conferred with missionaries and National Chris- 
tian leaders in regard to plans for post war rehabilitation. 
Responsible leaders in each of the countries visited were 
invited to prepare plans and statements of minimum needs 
for the rebuilding and the improvement of Christian rural 
life. 


Mr. Reisner has been giving reports to the various com-— 


| 


mittees of the Foreign Missions Conference and to Church | 


World Service and methods for implementing these re- 
ports are being considered. A printed report of this mission 
will be available in due time. 


National Methodist Rural Life Conference 


@ The Conference, called by the Council of Bishops was. 
held at Lincoln, Nebraska, July 29-31, 1947, “as a means 


for focusing attention of the entire Church on this area of | 


our ministry.” There were 2100 delegates representing all 


rural areas of the nation. 


While there were addresses by prominent persons, the . 


conference devoted much of its time to the penetrating. 


reports of the eight Study Commissions which had been at 
work for nearly a year in advance. These commissions — 


were: 
1. The Rural Church and the Home and Family Life 


Dr. W. Neill Hart, Chairman, Dr. W. L. Nofcier, Co-~ 


Chairman 

2. The Rural Church and the Community 
Dr. David E. Lindstrom, Chairman 

3. Land Policy and Church Stability 
Dr. Arthur E. Raper, Chairman 

4. The Ministry and the Rural Church 
Dr. A. W. Martin, Chairman 

5. Cooperation with Other Churches 
Dr. Ralph A. Felton, Chairman 

6. A National Rural Church Policy 
Rev. John Howes, Chairman 

7. A Program for the Local Church 


Rev. E. D. C. Brewer, Chairman, Dr. C. M. McCon- | 


nell, Co-Chairman 
8. A Christian World View 
Dr. C. M. Julian, Chairman 

The reports of the commissions show evidence of careful 
study and responsible judgment. We are reminded that 
“God has placed man upon the earth to dwell in harmony 
and plenty. He is to replenish the earth as a steward of 
God, and not exploit it.” 

The world is One Family today. It is as though we were 
looking at a family of six, 

4 of whom are continuously hungry. 

1 is threatened by death from starvation. 

4 are distressed, confused and spiritually neglected. 

2 will never go to school. 

2 need a doctor or dentist but cannot have them. 

2 strut a sense of superiority. 

Recommendations and plans include: 

An adequately trained and supported rural ministry. 
A longer term of tenure for the rural ministry. 
Conservation of soil and other created resources. 
The wide use of church funds for the establishment 
of families on the land. 
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The Christian Rural Fellowship 
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“To promote Christian ideals for agriculture and rural life; to interpret the spiritual and religious values which 
inhere in the processes of agriculture and the relationships of rural life; to magnify and dignify the rural church; to 
provide a means of fellowship and cooperation among rural agencies: Toward a Christian Rural Civilization.” 


MEMBERSHIPS 
Subscribing $1.00; Contributing $5.00 
Sustaining $10.00; Patron $25.00 


A Voluntary Membership Organization 


Cuirrorp L. SAMUELSON, Chairman 
Mrs. Oris Moore, Vice-Chairman 
JOHN H. REISNER, Secretary and Treasurer 
Ira W. Moomaw, Assoc. Sec’y. and Asst. Treas. 


STATE BRANCHES OF THE CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Iowa CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Hon. J. P. Wallace, Des Moines, Iowa 

Secretary; Prof. W. H. Stacy, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 

Program Director: Rev. Calvin Schnucker, University of Du- 
buque, Dubuque, Iowa 


KENTUCKY CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Rev. Fred. H. DeJong, Gray Hawk, Kentucky 
Secretary-Treasurer: Rev. Thomas C. Rhea, Lexington, Ky. 
Secretary: Dr. Harold F. Kaufman 


NEw HAMPSHIRE CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Rev. Walter Brockway. R.F.D. 1, Auburn, N. H. 
Secretary: Rev. Herbert Cooper, Chesterfield, N. H. 


NEw YorRK CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Philip N. Pitcher, Springville, Pa. 
ee eakala Rev. Ralph L. Williamson, Barnes Hall, Ithaca, New 
or. 


OHIO CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. William Stauffer, Sugarcreek, Ohio 
Secretary: 


PENNSYLVANIA CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. John Baxter Howes, Town Hill, Pa. 
Secretary: Rev. Theodore C. Scheifele, Hartleton, Pa. 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Robert I. Howland, Franklin, New York 
Secretary: Mrs. Paul Wible, R.D., Sullivan, Indiana 

DiscIpLEs RuRAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. E. D. Hamner, Livingston, Tenn. 
Secretary: Rev. George H. Wilson, Keithsburg, III. 

FRIENDS OF THE SOIL 
Chairman: Rev. Eugene Smathers, Big Lick, Tenn. 
Secretary: Rev. Francis A. Drake, Pinehurst, N. C. 

GrEoRGIA COUNCIL OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS 
Secretary: Rev. V. A. Edwards, Fort Valley, Georgia 


JOHN FREDERIC OBERLIN FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Walter Brockway, R.F.D. 1, Auburn, N. H. 
Secretary: Mrs. Helen Yeagle, Londonderry, N. H. 


METHODIST RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Ray F. Magnuson, Waverly, Nebraska 
Treasurer: Rev. Ralph K. Kofoed, Sandwich, Ill. 
Membership Secretary: Rev. Russell V. Carr, Hutchinson, Minn. 


MISSISSIPPI COUNCIL OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS 
Secretary: Rev. W. K. Fox, Edwards, Miss. 
PRESBYTERIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Harry E. Bicksler, Charleston, Ill. 
Secretary: Rev. Louis V. Barber, Potts Grove, Pa. 


RURAL WORKERS FELLOWSHIP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
President: Rev. W. Francis Allison, Belvidere, N. J. 
Secretary: Rev. Ralph J. Kendall, Box 86, Eutaw, Ala. 
SEVENTH Day Baptist CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
Chairman: Rev. Marion C. Van Horn, Lost Creek, West Virginia 
Secretary; Mr. Roswell P. Seager, Salem, West Virginia 
INDIA, CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
Chairman: Mr. Sudhir K. Roy Moga 
Executive Secretary: Dr. Arthur T. Mosher, Allahabad Agricul- 
tural Institute, Allahabad, India 


5. Cooperation with other denominations as a definite 
; policy. 
6. Christian nurture and worship designed to promote 
Christian growth and give Christian meaning to daily 
life. 


The Conference proposes an enlarged world missionary 
program of dimensions adequate to meet present demands. 
The misery of this tragic hour is not totally war born. 
“Half-starved, half-stuffed” has been an approximately 
accurate description of the World Family through the ages. 
If to tackle the problem of land use and other Divinely 
created resources seems secular it is also Christian, and 
in accord with God’s will. 

The rural church looks to a new day in which suspicions 
shall be done away, when God’s abundance shall be more 
equitably distributed, when the Christian Missionary, the 
minister and the layman shall be rendering an effectual 
service to the end that “The kingdom of this world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord.” 


Nore—We are promised a printed report of this important con- 
ference during 1948. 


Visits Agricultural Colleges 


® Traveling under the auspices of the Student Volunteer 
Movement and Agricultural Missions, Inc., Dr. Dillman S. 
Bullock is at present making a tour of agricultural colleges 
in the Mid-west. 

He will appear before student and faculty groups in the 
interest of rural missions and he hopes to interview stu- 
dents of agriculture and home economics who may be in- 
terested in mission service in their respective fields. There 
is a clear summons in the present world situation for an 
increased number of well qualified young men and women 
to take up comprehensive tasks in rural reconstruction as 
our Christian answer and witness. 

Dr. Bullock is well qualified for this important mission, 
having served under the Methodist Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions for many years in El Vergel Agricultural Institute in 
Chile. El Vergel (pronounced Ver-hail) was at first a 
center for the improvement of agriculture and the training 
of future farmers. More recently the value of agricultural 
instruction and farm experience have been recognized as 


basic in the training of ministers and rural teachers. Con- 
sequently the Institute has adapted its plans so as to in- 
clude training for rural ministers and teachers as well as 
for future farmers. 

Among the universities included in Dr. Bullock’s tour 
are Wisconsin, Michigan, Ames, Purdue, Illinois, Ohio 
State, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Berea College. He has 
been loaned for this service by the Methodist Board of 
Foreign Missions with the cooperation of Dr. M. O. 
Williams. 


s>59>5>> OUR BOOKS ««« 


By Dr. Irma 


Source Book on Home and Family Life. 
Highbaugh. Cloth, 390 pages, price $1.50. 
“A scientific and carefully prepared statement of home 

and family problems written from a Christian view-point.” 


Christian Mission Among Rural People.—Prepared by a 
special Study Commission under the auspices of the 
Rural Missions Cooperating Committee of the Foreign 
Missions Conference. Cloth, 334 pages, price $1.50. 

“The chapter entitled ‘The Rural Church’ which states 
principles for the universal application of the Christian 
message to rural people is worth the price of the entire 
book.” 


The Holy Earth.—By Liberty Hyde Bailey. Paper Covers, 

price $ .25. 

The author is still alert and active at the age of eighty- 
seven. The concept of stewardship and of simple but lofty 
living presented in this book has enriched the lives of 
thousands. 


Rural People at Worship.—By Edward K. Ziegler. Paper 
Covers, price $ .35. 
A hand book of useful suggestions and source materials 
which have been helpful to Christian leaders in many 
lands. 


Book of Worship for Village Churches.—By Edward K. 
Ziegler. Paper Covers, price $ .35. 
Used widely by rural and urban churchmen in many 
lands, this little book ably presents both the skills and the 
experience of true worship. 


Story of John Frederick Oberlin.—By A. F. Beard. Paper 

Covers, price $ .25. 

This is the life story of one of Christendom’s greatest 
rural missionaries. Oberlin College honored itself by tak- 
ing his name. 

IN THE PRESS 
Family Life in West China.—By Dr. Irma Highbaugh. 

Through long study and experience Dr. Highbaugh has 
brought together here a rich fund of cultural information 
which will be of special value to missionaries and students 
of Oriental life. 

All prices are postpaid. Reduced rates for quantities. 
Order from: 

Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New York 


Some Current Books 


Dark Glory—By Harry V. Richardson. Friendship Press, 
New York. 209 pp., $2.00. 
Beginning with the days of slavery, at Jamestown in 


1619, the author traces the growth of the Negro church up 
to the present. According to the United States Census of 
Religious Bodies in 1936, there were 4,559,496 members of 
Negro churches in the South, of which 2,598,542 were rural. 
Yet in 1944, there were only 143 Negro theological students 
in America who were receiving standardized, accredited 
instruction. 

Dr. Richardson has made particular studies of four coun- 
ties—Dallis in Alabama; Calhoun in South Carolina; Mis- 
sissippi in Arkansas; and Northumberland in Virginia. He 
shows the economic, social and financial conditions under 
which the rural churches are struggling, and of course the 
interracial problem is an added difficulty in many in- 
stances to the other problems of the rural church in gen- 
eral. 

For the past fourteen years, Dr. Richardson, a graduate 


of the Harvard Divinity School, has been chaplain and | 


director of religious activities at Tuskegee Institute. His 


study was made under the auspices of the Home Missions ~ 


Council and the Phelps-Stokes Fund. It will surely help 
those who read it to a better understanding of all rural 
churches. As Dr. Richardson says, “A nation can long en- 
dure only when the personal self-interest of every citizen 
is subordinated to the needs of the common human 


brotherhood that Christianity proclaims. Every rural min- * 


ister . . . who gives practical spiritual direction to the 
people he serves is not only helping the people of his com- 
munity, but is working to make this nation strong.”—M. S. 


A Business Of My Own. By Arthur E. Morgan. Community ~ 


Service Incorporated, Yellow Springs, Ohio. Paper 160 

pages. Single copies $ .75, 10 copies $6.50, 100 copies 

$50.00. 

The upsurge of interest in rural community life and the 
troubles of our excessive urbanization have caused pro- 


spective business men to assess the possibility of having _ 


their own small buinesses in the country, or in some less 
centralized area. Available electric power, improved high- 
ways, and potential local markets and a more stable labor 
supply are some of the values inherent in more decen- 
tralized industry. 


From careful study and long experience as an engineer | 


Dr. Morgan discusses the practical problems involved in 
starting a small business, using numerous examples. Those 
interested in providing employment for surplus in densely 
populated areas of the world will find this book of special 
value. 


A Second Look. By Edward H. Faulkner. University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1947. Cloth, 193 pages, $2.00. 


The author of Plowman’s Folly here takes a second look 
at some of his earlier statements and in this book explores 
further the questions of soil maintenance and human nu- 
trition. Not all will agree with some of his conclusions 
and many will ask for further experiment and objective 
testing. Yet this is a book which will be widely read for the 
interest it creates and the contribution it makes toward 
solving our problems of soil stewardship and human nu- 
trition. If the farmer of the Orient labors under an econ- 
omy of poverty, ours has been an economy of exploitation 
and we may be nearer the edge of soil exhaustion and all 
that it brings than is generally recognized. Mr. Faulner’s 
claims for “the gentle chemistry of Nature,” broader ro- 
tations and soil maintenance can be read with much profitt 
by the small gardener and the large-scale operator alike. 
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Rural Missions Cooperating Committee 
Training Courses To Be Given During 
1947-1948 


1. One Year Course, Cornell University. 
Registration for this closed August 1, 1947. 


SS 


. Eighteenth Special Short Course, Cornell University, 
Jan. 3-30, 1948. 
Instruction will ordinarily include Rural Sociology, 
Problems of Nutrition, Vegetable Gardening, Soil 
Improvement, Home and Family Life, Methods of 
Adult Education and other topics of value to mis- 
sionaries working among rural people. 


3. Seminar in Extension Education Methods, U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., Feb. 3-13, 1948. 
Special emphasis will be placed on: Extension 
Methods in Adult Education, Field Demonstration, 
Finding and training of Leadership, and recent 
trends and developments in health, agriculture and 
other aspects of rural improvement. 


4, Course in Rural Community Development, Scarritt 
College Rural Center, Crossville, Tenn., Mar. 22-April 
30, 1948. 
Units of study will include: Rural Community Or- 
ganization, Principles and Practice in Rural Recon- 
struction, Health and Nutrition, Handcrafts, Agricul- 
ture and Christian Leadership, and the Annual Edu- 
cation Tour. 


5. Home and Family Life Education, Merrill-Palmer 
School, Detroit, Mar. 29-May 7, 1948. 
Subjects of instruction here will include: Child Psy- 
chology, Family Life and Personality Development, 
Nursery School Education and Clinical Studies. The 
course is flexible and an effort will be made to in- 
clude topics of special interest to those who register. 
Those interested in these Training Courses please write 
for any further information and registration blanks as 
early as possible to: 
I. W. Moomaw, Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Agricultural And Industrial School 
PRESTON, ORIENTE, CUBA 


® Mr. R. G. Milk has recently become Director of the Ag- 
ricultural and Industrial School at Preston, Oriente, Cuba. 
Prior to the departure of Mr. and Mrs. Milk to Cuba, they 
were in charge of the Farm and Rural Center, Scarritt 
College, Crossville, Tenn. This emerging enterprise spon- 
sored by the Methodist Church has a farm of 300 acres and 
its motto iss WE ARE LABORERS TOGETHER WITH 
GOD. Eight students of Drew University, Madison, New 
Jersey went to Cuba in 1946 and assisted with the erection 
of Friendship Hall which houses part of the students. 

The establishment of this Center for the training of 
young men in agriculture and young women in homemak- 
ing is most timely. Mr. and Mrs. Milk are well trained for 
this important task and we shall follow them with in- 
terest. 


New Approach 
¢ Technical Services Association is the name of a new 
arm of mission service being instituted in India. Recog- 
nizing that too many people are often crowded on the age 
weary soil, Technical Services will permit young people 
without land, yet with business or mechanical aptitude, to 
enter some form of village industry. 

By establishing small industries in or near villages, re- 
lated to agriculture, it is hoped that some evils of indus- 
trialization as found in the West, can be avoided. 

Some of the immediate interests of Technical Services 
Association are: well drilling, processing of bones for fer- 
tilizers, leather work, ceramics, farm and poultry equip- 
ment and home appliances. Technical counsel in matters 
of business management, types of equipment and market- 
ing will be available to those who desire it. In some in- 
stances loans may be available to start certain enterprises. 

While Technical Services Association is designed pri- 
marily to meet the needs of Christian young people who are 
placed at a disadvantage in securing employment due to 
their religious faith, its good offices will be available to all. 

Mr. F. A. Peter, trained engineer and missionary of the 
Church of England in Canada, has been loaned by’ his 
Mission to serve as Director. In due time specialists in 
architecture, agriculture and business management will be 
added. The work is being financed by interested Indian 
Christians, by Church World Service and by certain Mis- 
sion boards. 

The importance of this timely enterprise is evident when 
we realize that Christians as a group, have emerged from 
the under-privileged classes and that they are among 
those more likely to suffer in periods of political stress. 


Special Consultants to Mission Fields 
e Recognizing the peculiar post war needs Agricultural 
Missions Inc., has engaged specialists in two different fields 
to spend one year each. Miss Mary E. Sweeny specialist 
in Family Life and Child Development from the well- 
known Merrill-Palmer School, is spending one year in In- 
dia. We are glad to print below an initial statement from 
her. 
Report from India 

A few days after I reached Bombay I took up my first 
assignment of two months teaching of graduate students 
at the Tata Institute of Social Science, which is the only 
institution for the training of Social Workers in India. Dr. 
J. M. Kumarappa is its Director. The courses scheduled 
for me were the “Family and the Child” and “Pre-school 
Education.” It was my first experience in teaching students 
in India and has proven to be one of the most challenging 
opportunities I have ever had, to discuss the principles in a 
field of learning which is so related to life and in which 
there are such deep seated loyalties. A series of problems 
were presented which are a part of the impact of modern 
conditions on the present day home in India and the dis- 
cussion method used. Many of the discussions of standards 
of living, family relationships and the care and training of 
children revealed wide differences in traditions, cultural 
patterns and acceptable mores within India itself, since the 
students come from all sections of the country and are of 
various religious faiths and political affiliations. As these 
students are preparing in their two-years’ course to enter 
Industrial Organizations, Social Welfare agencies and Chil- 
dren’s Institutions it was an opportunity to open up new 


areas of thinking, create awarenesses of the relation of the 
home and family life to all social and economic problems, 
as well as to discuss the philosophy underlying the Chris- 
tian homes. The hours spent with these students in their 
classes, in personal conferences and in directed reading 
have been among the most thought-provoking and sig- 
nificant of those I will probably spend in India. 

During the same period, at the request of Dr. G. S. 
Krishnayya, Educational Inspector of Bombay, I gave a 
series of lectures to parents and to teachers on “Under- 
standing Our Children.” These were followed by a series 
of discussion groups. The interest and attendance at these 
meetings exceeded my expectations and resulted in invi- 
tations to speak to a number of organizations on some 
special aspect of Child Development. It has been my privi- 
lege to speak to various men and women’s organizations 
and to the National Council of Women, National Indian 
Association and bring greetings from the women of the 
United States to the eight thousand women attending the 
annual meeting of the All Indian Women’s Conference at 
Akola. 

It is planned that I will go into other parts of India for 
the next few months having seminars at colleges and 
holding study groups with parents in Allahabad, Delhi, 
Lucknow, Madras and Lahore.—Mary E. SWEENY. 


Dr. W. A. Anderson Begins Tour 


Dr. W. A. Anderson, Rural Sociologist from Cornell Uni- 
versity left by plane on Sept. 5, 1947. Having been a mem- 
ber of the Laymen’s Commission to China and having 
taught groups of missionaries in special classes for thirteen 
years Dr. Anderson is well qualified to undertake this 
mission. 

He will proceed to the Near East and Palestine, Lebanon 
and Iran where he will assist in meeting some problems in 
Christian community development. He will work in col- 
laboration with Dr. Neale Alter. 

From there he plans to go to India for a special assign- 
ment in connection with Allahabad Agricultural Institute. 
Leaving India he will go to Nanking University as guest 
professor of rural sociology. Dr. Anderson will also under- 
take certain studies for Agricultural Missions Inc., and we 
shall have a more complete report of his efforts in due 
time. He is accompanied by Mrs. Anderson who will serve 
as his secretary. 


Allahabad Founders Meet 


e Plans have been going forward to enlarge and increase 
the influence of Allahabad, making it an interdenomi- 
national Institute to serve all of India more effectively as a 
college of rural life. This is regarded as a suitable memo- 
rial to Dr. Sam Higginbottom and also more in keeping 
with present day needs. While there will be a Board of 
Directors in India, Allahabad will be represented in North 
America by a Board of Founders. A preliminary meeting 
was held at 156 Fifth Avenue on September 29, 1947. At 
this time Dr. J. LeRoy Dodds was elected chairman and 
Mr. John H. Reisner was elected secretary-treasurer. To 
date several boards have become cooperative partners in 
Allahabad and it is hoped that others may join in due time. 


Our Recent Publications 


e Agricultural Missions, Inc. will supply single copies of — 


the following publications without charge. Please indicate 

by number when ordering. 

407 Litany of Stewardship. By Omar Lee Hartzler 

416 Our Church and Her Rural Program—Nigeria. Dis- 
cussion Paper. By K. H. Prior 

427 A Tool Used in Investigating Chinese Family Rela- 
tionships. By Irma Highbaugh 


428 Some Proposals Regarding Training, Service and Re-- 


search Work in the Area of Home and Family Life. 
By Irma Highbaugh 

429 4-H Club Work of the Lu Ho Rural Service Center, 
Tunchsien, Near Peiping, China. By Harry S. Martin. 

430 Report of 1946 Cornell University Missionary Grour™ 
By Ethel B. Waring 

431 The Nursery Play Group. By Irma Highbaugh 

432 Preparation for Home Making. By Irma Highbaugh 

433 The Christian Home. National Christian Council of 
China 


} 


437 Responsibilities of the Parents for the Baby in the! f 


Christian Home. By Eloise B. DuBois. Translation of 
pamphlet in Christian Home Series, CCLA. 


438 Guiding our Children. By Margaret H. Webber. Trans- 5) 


lation of pamphlet in Christian Home Series, CCLA. 
439 Your Child Grows Religiously. By Ethel L. Smither. 


Translation of pamphlet in Christian Home Series, 
CCLA. =f 
440 Preparation and Instruction for Better Family Life © 


Among Men and Boy Students Within the Kambini 
Central Training School. By Julian S. Rea 
441 Demas Learns How a Man Reaps. By Paul Lindholm | 


442 Religious Instruction and the Buddhist Family. By — 


Cecil Hobbs 
443 Burmese Marriage Customs. By Cecil Hobbs 
448 Rural Missions in Japan. By A. R. Stone 


Less LEey Lue 
The shortage of books in the world today is tragic. ... 
All good books throughout the world must now be cherish- 
ed, none wasted. We must collect them, place them where 
they will do the most good. . 
—VIRGINIA GILDERSLEEVE 


One Foot On The Land 


The Story of Sixteen Successful Rural Churches 
By Dr. RALPH FELTON 
Paper covers, 94 pages. Postpaid 35 cents 
¢ The book contains the accounts of the develop- 
ment and community programs of 16 rural churches 


both in the United States and the Orient. It will be 
helpful for rural ministers, missionaries, and other 
rural workers. 
Order from: Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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